Letter from John Henry Jenks to Almina Crawford Jenks; October 1, 1864 by Jenks, John Henry, 1823-1864
Harrisonburg VA. Oct. 1st, 1864 
Dear Wife 
I am still alive and well. 
I have not heard from you for a long time. I expect one of 
your letters was captured by the Rebs, as I hear Mastrys gang 
captured our mail from Harpers Ferry to this place. 
Since I last wrote you our army has advanced as far as Mt. Crawford 
6 miles beyond of this place where we staid one day- Our Cavalry 
have been much further, and I should judge by the fires I 
saw that they had destroyed much property. Yesterday afternoon 
we marched buck to this place. we are awaiting our supply train. I 
dont know which way we shall move, but am inclined to think 
towards Harpers Ferry as it is getting so late in the season. 
I hope we shall soon get to some place where we shall 
make a stand for I am so run down that I feel as 
though I needed to recruit. I have have not heard from 
our wounded for some time which are at Winchester. I 
expect Col. Gardnier is dead for the last I heard from 
him the Doct. said he could not possibly get well, he 
also said he feared Lt. Stone could not recover. Such 
is the glory of war those whose prospects were bright and 
promising are now low suffering not only extreme pain of 
body but- what is far worse the awful thought of leaving a 
loved companion and young and helpless children. 
I hope I shall never be called to pass through another such 
terable battle as the battle of Winchester & Fishers Hill, but God 
only knows what is on store for me. I mean to do my 
duty faithfully trusting in him for safety. You dont 
know how anxious I have been about you for the last 
month. I am thankful you will not be left without 
something to help support you should I be taken away. 
Our Regt. will have to be recognized, who we shall have 
for Col. I dont know Capt. Ripley is now in command 
and gives very good satisfaction. He is a brave man, he 
rode in the thickest of the fight regardless of the bullets 
and was of inestimable service to the Regt- as well as Brigade 
that day. Col. Barker may come back now. We have lent 
7 officers with the Regt at present. As soon as we get to quarters 
I shall have a great amount of writing to do. The county in 
our immediate vicinity is pretty much cleaned of provision 
many have lost everything, what they will do this winter I 
have not, the inhabitants talk to as though they want the war 
to come to an end on most any terms. The success of our 
armies this fall must make them discouraged. I am now on 
my last year, and should my life be spared it will soon 
fly. When I see you I shall tell you of much I do not care 
to write. After the full campaign is over and I get into 
winter quarters I hope to have more time to write, but for 
the last month I have not had time to write hardly a word 
I suppose you start for Providence about this time I hope you 
will have a fine visit and be able to get recruited for 
evening duties. It has been raining all day & it is very 
cold. I stand in great need of my blanket. I have suff-
-ered much with cold, but after all I am far better off then 
many of the men. Our loss in the battle as near as we have 
learned is 3 officers & 30 men killed 85 Enlisted men & 8 officers wounded & 9 missing. 
Within the last month we have had 53 Recruits join us so 
that an Regt. Numbers about the same as before the fight. 
I shall expect a mail tomorrow when the train comes in & 
I hope to get a letter from you. I must get to bed for to night, as 
it is now late, and get what-rest I can. God bless you all. 
Sunday morn the supply, and mail train have arrived also 7 Pay-
Masters, We are to be pd off to-day. I think I shall try and send you 
a check if the Pay Master will give one- Lt. Stone is dead & Col Gardnier 
is just alive, a lot more troops came in to day. It is through we shall 
move further South. I think we shall move in some direction this 
afternoon or tomorrow. I hope to get a letter from you when the mail comes. 
